








 

The Bib may be stapled to the inside face of the beam. The two edges of the Bib wrap 
around and attach to the inside face of the two joists that form the bay. The Bib is 
designed to extend down into the gutter, but not all the way to the bottom of the gutter. 
Trim the length of the Bib so it will not interfere with the proper flow of water through the 
gutter.   Any water discharging from the DEK Drain panels that would overshoot the 
gutter will hit the Bib and drain into the gutter.  

Step 3--Installing the Cap Strips
Center and staple the 4” Cap Strips to the bottom edge of all joists and beneath the 
Headwater Flashing Strip. The Panels will install beneath the Cap Strips. The Cap Strips 
drain water into the Panels preventing leakage along the joist.  If there are doubled, 
spliced or sistered joists wider cap MUST be used.

   
Step 4—Installing the Panels

Positioning and Alignment
The Panels are pre-cut and self-forming.  They are shaped like a trapezoid with one end 
wider than the other.  The narrow or “Head” end (marked with a red label) is positioned 
under the ledger board with the wider or “Discharge” end (marked with a green label) 
away from the house.  When the Panel is stapled into place, the additional width auto-
matically creates a deeper trough providing the required pitch to drain the water away 
from the house.

The Panels install to the bottom of the joists and ledger board and to the bottom side of 
the Cap Strips. Take care during the installation that the Panels form a smooth, 
descending trough. It is important to prevent wrinkles, bunches or “gathers.”

Start the Head end of a Panel in any bay. Align the Head end of the panel along the 
bottom edge of the ledger board.  At 1 ½” from the Head end of the Panel, firmly pull the 
outside edges of the Panel across the opening of the bay and align the outside edges of 
the Panel with the outside edge of each joist and lightly tack in place. The Panel will be 
nearly flush with the bottom edge of the joists at this point
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Step 6--Trimming the Discharge End of the Panel
The discharge end of the Panel should be oriented above the mouth of the collection 
gutter and trimmed straight across so that the discharge will empty into the collection 
gutter. The Panel should be separated from the Bib by at least 1”. 

Sometimes the discharging water wants to “curl” or wrap around the bottom edge of the 
panel.  A thin bead of caulk across the underside of the panel will break the surface 
tension and prevent “curling”.   Alternately, a “tongue” may be cut in the panel at the 
bottom of the trough and above the gutter.  Cut a slice 2” wide by 2” long in the trough 
and allow it to dangle down into the mouth of the gutter. 

Access for Maintenance
It is recommended that several decking boards near the house be secured by screws so 
that the boards may be taken up from time to time. This will provide
access to the Panels for flushing of debris which may have fallen through the deck 
boards. A standard garden hose is usually all that is needed.

Alternately, a hose stream may be introduced from the discharge end of the panels to 
flush the debris from the panels.  It is also a good idea to allow access to the high end of 
the gutter so it can be flushed out from time to time.

Finished Ceilings with Underside
With the Underside installation, the trough formed by the panels will extend down below 
the joists.  Some contractors use 2 X 4s to extend the joists down below the panels, 
providing support for a beautiful finished ceiling.

  

 
  

Thank you for choosing the DEK Drain® water diversion system.  If you have questions 
regarding installation, please contact us.  Our staff is available Monday through Friday 
9:00 AM to 4:30 PM Eastern Time to answer your questions. You can also email us at 
info@dekdrain.com .

1-866-DEK-Drain (866-335-3724)

info@dekdrain.com
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